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On behalf of the Canadian Propane Association (CPA), we appreciate the opportunity to provide input
on Transport Canada’s consultation regarding proposed legislative and regulatory measures to
strengthen Canada’s trade corridors, modernize transportation governance, and improve supply chain
efficiency.

The CPA represents more than 400 companies across Canada involved in propane production,
distribution, transportation, and equipment manufacturing. Propane is an essential energy source for
Canadians and plays a critical role in home heating, crop drying, grain handling, manufacturing,
transportation fuel applications, and backup power generation. It is particularly important in rural,
northern, and remote communities where alternative energy infrastructure may be limited or
unavailable.

The CPA supports the federal government’s objective of building a more efficient, resilient, and
competitive transportation system that strengthens Canada’s economy and expands access to
international markets. Canada’s ability to diversify trade, attract investment, and improve productivity
depends on reliable transportation corridors that can move essential goods efficiently and without
disruption. This consultation is also an opportunity to address long-standing challenges affecting
Canada’s transportation system, including supply chain disruptions, regulatory inefficiencies,
infrastructure bottlenecks, and fragmented planning processes that impact propane affordability,
reliability, and energy security, both domestically and abroad.

Strengthening Trade Corridors and Supply Chain Efficiency

The CPA supports recognizing supply chain efficiency as a core objective of Canada’s transportation
system. Adding this principle to the National Transportation Policy under the Canada Transportation Act
reflects the growing importance of transportation infrastructure to Canada’s economy and trade
strategy. Disruptions affecting rail transportation, ports, or terminals directly impact propane
availability, especially during winter demand, fall crop drying season and severe weather events.

The CPA supports:

e Designating National Trade Corridors with clear performance objectives;

e Improved data collection and supply chain visibility;

e Greater coordination across transportation modes;

e Investments in rail capacity, intermodal connectivity, and terminal infrastructure; and
e Measures to reduce congestion and infrastructure bottlenecks.

Improving Transportation Reliability and System Resilience
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Canada’s transportation network has experienced increasing instability in recent years due to labour
disruptions, infrastructure constraints, severe weather events, and broader supply chain pressures.
These disruptions directly affect Canadians when they impact the movement of essential energy
products. Canada’s propane supply chain depends on an integrated transportation network that
includes rail, pipelines, trucks, and marine transportation to move propane efficiently across domestic
and export markets. All transportation modes play an essential role in ensuring propane reaches homes,
farms, businesses, industrial users, and export terminals. Disruptions affecting any part of this network
can significantly reduce propane deliveries, increase costs, and create logistical pressures across the
supply chain.

The CPA supports measures that strengthen overall system resilience, including:
e Improved coordination and contingency planning across transportation corridors;
e Emergency authorities that protect critical trade infrastructure and essential supply chains;
e Faster dispute resolution and proactive risk mitigation tools;
e Better integration of infrastructure planning across departments; and
e Recognition of essential energy products within supply chain planning frameworks.

Modernizing Port Governance and Supporting Investment

The CPA supports efforts to modernize Canada Port Authority governance to improve long-term
planning, accountability, and strategic infrastructure investment. Ports are critical to Canada’s energy
and trade infrastructure, particularly as propane export terminals on British Columbia’s West Coast
expand access to global markets. These terminals support Canada’s trade diversification objectives and
strengthen Canada’s position as a reliable energy supplier. Efficient coordination between ports,
railways, inland terminals, and other transportation partners is essential to ensuring propane moves
reliably from Western Canadian production hubs to export facilities and international customers.

The CPA supports measures that would:
e Improve governance transparency and board accountability;
e Support long-term infrastructure planning and investment certainty;
e Expand opportunities for inland terminal development and intermodal integration; and
e Improve collaboration among ports within strategic trade corridors.

Reducing Red Tape and Streamlining Regulation

The CPA strongly supports the government’s objective of reducing administrative burden and
modernizing regulatory processes. Complex and duplicative approvals increase costs, discourage
investment, and limit Canada’s ability to respond to changing supply chain conditions. The proposed
“Tell-Us-Once” approach and broader efforts to simplify reporting are positive steps.

The CPA supports:
e Streamlining permitting and approvals processes;
e Faster alignment with international standards where appropriate;
e Reducing duplicative regulatory reviews; and
e Improving coordination across federal departments involved in transportation and
infrastructure approvals.

Indigenous Partnerships and Economic Participation
The CPA supports meaningful engagement and partnership with Indigenous communities in the planning
and development of transportation infrastructure and trade corridors. Transportation projects can
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create important opportunities for Indigenous economic participation and long-term partnerships.
Continued engagement should remain collaborative, transparent, and predictable.

The CPA supports:
e Early and ongoing engagement with Indigenous communities;
¢ Indigenous participation in trade corridor planning discussions; and
e Opportunities for Indigenous economic participation and procurement partnerships.

Conclusion

While the CPA broadly supports the proposed legislative direction, implementation should avoid
creating duplicative reporting requirements or additional administrative complexity. The success of
corridor-based planning will depend on meaningful coordination between federal departments,
provinces, transportation operators, Indigenous communities, and industry stakeholders. Infrastructure
investment must also be paired with policies that support operational reliability and continuity of
service across critical transportation corridors.

For the propane sector, reliable transportation infrastructure is essential to maintaining energy security,
supporting rural and remote communities, and ensuring Canadians continue to have access to
affordable and dependable energy. The CPA supports measures that improve supply chain efficiency,
strengthen transportation resilience, reduce administrative burden, modernize trade infrastructure
governance, and support long-term infrastructure investment.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on this important consultation. The CPA looks forward to
continued engagement as these proposals advance.

Sincerely,

Ko fotar

Katie Kachur
Vice President, Government Relations, West
Canadian Propane Association



